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Life Aboard the Hoo Hoo
Architect Warren Callister

October is Old St. Hilary’s Month 

Become a Landmarks Member
Music at Old St Hilary’s

Early Schools in Tiburon & Belvedere

Landmarks
Living History ~ The Tradition Begins With You

Old St. Hilary’s Preserve offers breathtaking 
panoramic views and supports unique plants 
like the endangered Tiburon jewelflower  shown 
here (Streptanthus glandulosus ssp. niger).   Photo: Colleen Proppe
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President’s Corner
It’s great to welcome a growing number of 

visitors to our historic sites. Our docents are 
at our locations through the month of October 
ready to present our local history. Our archives 
are busy with research and donations of historical 
artifacts under the supervision of archivist Jennifer 
Hartung. We have a full schedule of concerts 
at Old St. Hilary’s coordinated by Dave Gotz, 
Tiburon Town Historian and former Landmarks 
Archivist. This Fall, third-grade students from local 
schools will be coming to our sites to experience 
the rich history of Tiburon and Belvedere.

The Landmarks office in the Boardwalk has local 
residents walking in to volunteer, donate photos, 
recount history and learn about Tiburon. The next 
time you are at the Boardwalk, stop by and say 
“hello”.

Our executive 
director Patty Flax has 
been seeing to the many 
maintenance needs of 
our historic sites. At the 
Art & Garden Center, 
there’s a new porch on 
the cottage, adding to 
its beauty and safety. 
At Old St. Hilary’s, we worked with the Tiburon 
Fire Department to implement their wildfire 
safety recommendations— improving ventilation 
at the historic building and removing vegetation 
around the perimeter to form a buffer. China 
Cabin is getting replacement doors and wall repairs 
and having its exterior painted and brightwork 
refreshed. Over at the Railroad & Ferry Depot 
museum, we’re working 
with the Town of Tiburon to 
remedy the many roof leaks 
that showed up during last 
year’s heavy winter rains.

We have a growing 
number of events at our 
sites, which generate critical 
funding for Landmarks. Paige 
Petrini runs event scheduling 
and operations and she has 
filled the calendar for this 

year with over 40 events with several more on the 
books for 2024 and even 2025.

Landmarks is working on board development. 
We are looking to add expertise in insurance, 
finance and property maintenance. Our Board 
meets every other month starting in January. If 
you are interested in serving, please contact the 
Landmarks office at (415) 435-1853.

Sincerely, 

Phil Cassou
Director’s Message
I’m always so moved by the impact that our 
Landmarks historic sites have on our community 
and visitors to the Tiburon Peninsula.

It’s such a joy to see the delight on children’s 
faces when they visit the Railroad & Ferry Depot 

Museum and learn 
about a time when 
Tiburon was a busy 
railroad town with 
trains and ferries that 
linked San Francisco to 
the North Bay. When 
they see the model train 
running on the track 
and the town laid out as 

it was in 1910 with all its shops, tracks, ferries and 
piers — their eyes light up in wonder. 

I eagerly read the reviews left by visitors of 
all ages who come across the Depot museum 
unexpectedly or visit us once again to see the many 
maritime and railroad artifacts, old photos and 
models on display or walk through the upstairs 

stationmaster’s quarters. According to Marin 
Magazine, the Depot museum been named the 
best history museum in Southern Marin! 

It’s also a treat to take new visitors to the China 
Cabin to see its jewel box interior, etched glass 
windows, elaborate woodwork and painted panels 
with delicate gold leaf. Even more enthralling are 
the stories of the many trips the huge paddle-wheel 
steamer PS China took to Asia between 1867-
1879, and how it happened that the China Cabin 
now resides in Belvedere Cove.

And when I open the double front doors at Old 
St. Hilary’s, the expansive view of the Bay and 
the hillsides always gets a gasp. Sharing the story 
of how the little white church was saved by the 
Landmarks Society in 1959 and the subsequent 
preservation of the 122-acre wildflower preserve 
never fails to inspire.

One also can’t get enough of giving guests a 
tour of the 1870s cottage and gardens at the Art 
& Garden Center with its splendid views over 
Richardson Bay. Every day brings new surprises in 
the garden, birds are always chirping there, and the 
art created on site by plein air painters each month 
changes with the seasons.

How fortunate we are to have these local 
historic treasures! And it’s clear our community 
recognizes their value. Once again, thanks to our 
supportive Landmarks members who helped us 
exceed our 2023 annual matching campaign goal 
of $40,000! This year, these funds will help with 
costs of painting and repairing Old St. Hilary’s this 
November.

This fall and winter, we look forward to the 
upcoming concerts at Old St. Hilary’s (see 
page 10), our Landmarks Annual Meeting on 

November 12 (reports will be 
mailed and emailed) and the 
Holiday Arts & Crafts Sale 
on December 2. Our mission 
is to bring local history alive 
and we can’t do it without 
you, our members. 

Thank you for your 
commitment and support, 

Patty Flax

Landmarks Society  
2023 Board Officers
Phil Cassou, Board President
Suzanne White,  

Board Vice President 
Jim Allen, Co-Treasurer
Brooke Halsey, Co-Treasurer
Helen Lindqvist, Secretary 
Board Members
Peter Brooks  Eva Buxton
Bob Harrison  Gay Keil

Staff
Patty Flax,  
Executive Director
Jennifer Hartung, 
Archivist
Julia Cashin,  
Administrative 
Assistant
Paige Petrini, 
Events Liaison

Editors/Writers:  
Phil Cassou, Susan Cluff, 
Patty Flax, Dave Gotz, 
Jennifer Hartung,  

Walt Johnson
Design:  
Mark Shepard, 
shepgraphics.com

Except where noted, all photos 
from the Landmarks Archives



Shining Up the Cabin
We recently 

refurbished 
the brightwork at 
the China Cabin 
and are beginning 
to paint the exterior. 
In October, six 
new doors will be 
installed so that the 
China Cabin will 
be in tip-top ship-
shape for the winter.

Thanks to 
the Belvedere 
Community 
Foundation and 
so many of our 
members for 
contributing to this 
important project.

Fall 2023 www.landmarkssociety.com 3

We are fortunate to have an amazing team of docents at Landmarks 
who share our beautiful historic buildings with the public and 

make history come alive for residents and visitors alike. Docents typically 
work once a month for three hours or more and training is provided. 
Please call our offices at (415) 435-1853 to find out more. Openings are 
available on weekdays and weekends.

Railroad & Ferry 
Depot Museum 
Joan Bergsund
Francis Brooks
Steve Callender
Phil Cassou*
Fred Codoni
Steven Davis
Amy Davis
Peter Engler
Mark Freiberg
Bob Harrison*
Holly Hooker
Jay Hooker
Jo Ellen Hylind

Laura Limber
Bruce MacGowan 
Tandy Ford
Maggie McCann
Bob McDermott
Torill McDermott
Harry Miller
Jeff Newman
Rob Pool
Becky Pringle
Taylor Savage
David Solomon
Ted Wray

*lead docents

Old St. Hilary’s
Annelies Atchley
Eva Buxton
Chuck Holbrook
Gee Kampmeyer
Helen Lindqvist*
Helen Muirhead

China Cabin
Jim Allen
Mimi Clarke
Dolores Conlan
Dave Gotz
Zohre Grothe
Carolyn Kohler

Jean O’Korn*
Ron Okulski

Art & Garden Center
Lynne Hayes
Peggy Hodge
Suzanne White*

Volunteers  
at Large
Susan Cluff
Robert Finch
Carol Hannon
Sarah Hodge
Bill Lindqvist
Patti Pickett

Railroad & Ferry Depot Museum Old St. Hilary’s

Art & Garden Center China Cabin

Become a Docent for Landmarks

Railroad & Ferry Depot Museum  
Wednesdays & Weekends 1-4 pm

Old St. Hilary’s Sundays 1-4 pm

China Cabin Weekends 1-4 pm
Art & Garden Center 
Sundays 11 am-3 pm 

Please join us for the Landmarks 

 Holiday Art 
 & Craft Sale

Saturday, december 2
10 - 4pm

Landmarks art & Garden center
841 tiburon boulevard, tiburon

Thank you to our 2023 Docents

Open THROuGH OCTObeR



The years from 1890 to 1920 saw Belvedere Cove 
populated by a large fleet of houseboats. Many of 

these so-called “arks” served as summer homes and weekend retreats for San 
Franciscans, for whom Tiburon was only a short ferryboat ride away.

In 1907 my family joined this floating community. In February my 
grandfather George Harvey, his brother Mel, and their sister Luella’s 
fiancé Herman Birth all joined the Corinthian Yacht Club, the only such 
organization on the Peninsula at that time. By July Herman was hosting  
family and friends on his ark and the brothers had acquired a gasoline-
powered launch.

Herman worked at his father’s planing mill in San Francisco and the ark 
was named Hoo-Hoo, a 19th century nickname for a lumberman. The brothers 
named their launch Emanon (“No Name” spelled backwards). 

Hoo-Hoo was approximately 45 feet long and 25 feet wide with a one-
story residential section built atop a scow-shaped hull. The living quarters 
contained a large parlor, skylit galley and dining area, bedrooms, and a water 
closet. A roofed veranda extended from the hull on all four sides. Hoo-Hoo 

can be identified in photographs by her four flagstaffs, 
skylight, and unique lattice railings.

George, who worked for Pacific Telephone & Telegraph, was an aficionado 
of several popular hobbies of the day. One of these was amateur photography, 
and dozens of his photographs of life on the ark and around the cove and 
lagoon are preserved in family photo albums and postcards. These include 
several rarely documented scenes of the casual and carefree life enjoyed  
by the “Arkites.”

During summers Hoo-Hoo was anchored in Belvedere Cove, near where 
the San Francisco Yacht Club breakwater is now located. As protection from 
winter storms, each October the ark would be moved into Belvedere Lagoon 
and moored along the shore at the foot of Red Hill near the Hilarita dairy 
(about where the Lagoon Road Tennis Courts now are located).

Days on the ark were spent fishing, swimming, rowing, cruising in Emanon, 
posing for silly pictures, or just relaxing on rocking chairs and hammocks 
while listening to phonograph records. My grandparents, my great uncle, and 
my two great aunts all courted on Hoo-Hoo.
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Hoo-Hoo at her usual spot in Belvedere 
Cove with Belvedere Island visible in the 
background. Photographed about 1907, the 
flags include a private name signal and a 
jack with 45 stars (used from 1896 to 1908).

SnapShotS of Life on a 

BeLvedere ark

by Walt Johnson



By 1915, the ark’s owners and all their friends had married and their lives 
were moving off in different directions. In 1917 Herman sold the ark to farmer 
Didrik Pedersen of Novato who moved it to Black Point. Harboring fond 
memories of the time they had spent aboard Hoo-Hoo, both Herman and 
Luella and my grandparents made a point of visiting the ark in the 1920s and 
’30s.

During the succeeding decades Hoo-Hoo was lost to our family’s memory. 
Then, in 2017, Jenny Montañez, an occupant of one of the several arks at Black 
Point, posted a Facebook query seeking information about her residence. An 
exchange of photographs quickly established that it was Hoo-Hoo, and with 
Jenny’s assistance, our family has now been reconnected with the old ark.

Hoo-Hoo now sits on the shore of the Petaluma River, just above the high 
tide line. The ark, which retains most of its original structure and even some of 
its internal finishes, still rests on the barge on which it floated so peacefully in 
Belvedere Cove over a century ago.
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A light moment aboard Hoo-Hoo about 1912. My grandparents, who would soon be married, are 
playing, while Josie’s young nephew Maurice Eliaser, Jr., looks on. A fishing net is draped over the 
railing and the bare hills of Tiburon are visible in the background.

Emanon tied up alongside Hoo-Hoo about 1907. Herman stands behind George in Emanon while 
Louis holds a salmon they have just caught in Raccoon Strait. Luella stands outside the galley door.

Hoo-Hoo ashore at Black Point in 2017 with blocks supporting the hull (hidden by the vertical fence 
slats). Largely unmodified, the rear deck has been enclosed and some of the windows and doors 
have been replaced. (Photo: Jenny Montañez)

A relaxed afternoon aboard Hoo-Hoo about 1907. In the hammock are owners Luella and Herman 
Birth, my grandparents Josie and George Harvey (Luella’s brother), and Betty Harvey (George and 
Luella’s aunt). Family friend Louis Nordhausen leans on the railing at the rear. 
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By Susan Cluff

For almost 50 years, famed architect Charles 
Warren Callister (1914-2008), lived and 

worked in Belvedere and Tiburon, completing 
more than 400 buildings during his long and 
storied career. Almost anywhere you go on 
the Tiburon Peninsula you can see his homes, 
apartments, churches and shopping complexes 
– which don’t shout “look at me!” as so many 
modern buildings do – but are perfectly set in their 
surroundings, made of simple, natural materials, 
and carefully and thoughtfully designed.

“People have accused me of being eclectic,” 
said Callister in a rare Ark interview in 1977. 
“But why not? …You always have context, you 
can’t escape it!” His fervent ideas about being 
attentive to people not just places, taking cues from 
nature, practicing simplicity and constraint, using 

utilitarian products and modern techniques pretty 
much defined the “Bay Area Region Style” for 
California mid-century design. “You have to find 
the architecture,” he would often say. “You don’t 
come to it preconceived.”

Born in Rochester, NY, Callister lived and 
studied architecture in Texas before serving as a 
pilot in World War II. Arriving in San Francisco 
in 1945, he opened a practice with classmate Jack 
Hillmer – a time when California’s population was 
booming and new suburbs popping up on every 
bay and hillside. Somehow, 
he met Harry and David 
Allen of the Belvedere Land 
Company who told him of 
their plans to develop a new 

Architect Warren Callister: Passionate Idealist
lagoon neighborhood out of a swampy marsh and 
build home sites on a steep rocky island with water 
views. To encourage him to move across the Bay, 
the Allens offered Callister a rent-free office on 
Beach Road. It was a symbiotic relationship that 
lasted decades. 

Callister’s first project in Belvedere was a new 
Christian Science church to replace a converted 
log cabin the congregation had outgrown. 
The story goes that he arrived in a sputtering 
Studebaker and borrowed suit and was so nervous, 

he dropped his sketches. The site was 
awkward, small, sloped, kite-shaped, 
across from a community center 
and fire station and planned park. 
Inspired by the water environment 
of Belvedere, Callister designed a 
simple, stunning concrete and wood 
building to look like “the bold prow 
of a sailing ship” with a thin steeple 
like a mast, using redwood and 
stained glass for “warmth and cheer” 
and soft landscaping that inspired 
contemplation. In 1952, Architectural 
Forum named it one of the six best 
contemporary ecclesiastical designs 
in the country. 

Soon Callister, working alongside partners 
John Payne and Martin Rosse, was designing 
residences, schools, and retail complexes, racking 

The bright and cheerful church preschool area downstairs 
features more colorful stained glass by the Harold Cummings 
Studio in San Francisco. Callister designed the structures, much of 
the furniture and supervised the landscaping. 

Charles Warren Callister about 
1977. (Courtesy, Ark newspaper)

First Church of Christ Scientist in Belvedere is an “architectural jewel,” with bold concrete piers, warm timbered ceilings and patterned 
walls of redwood and leaded glass panels creating a magical effect of serenity. Church members thought it quite perfect – to attempt 
any change, reads a church report, would be like damaging a great painting or taking liberties with Beethoven. (Photo: Jeanne Price) 
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up accolades and awards and getting features in 
Architectural Record, Architectural Home and House 
& Home magazine. By the mid-1960s, his firm was 
operating out of an old railroad shed in Tiburon 
and employed 50 architects. Always observing, 
learning, teaching, Callister focused on community 
planning, using examples of small European 
villages where homes were clustered, age groups, 
family sizes and activities mixed, and open and 
shared spaces fostered community. 

He incorporated many of these ideas designing 
Reedlands (1963), the retirement community of 
Rossmore in Oakland (1964), Heritage Village in 
Connecticut (1966), and Sea Pines near Hilton 
Head (1967). 

Looking back over Callister’s 
project papers held at UC Berkeley, 
it’s remarkable how many notable 
architects worked for or collaborated 
with him during their careers. “He 
was interested in directing the feeling, 
or orchestrating the group, and 
getting everyone’s point of view,” 
former partner Jeff Bischoff told the 

Chronicle. “(It was) more like a creative studio 
than a business.” Former associates still tell stories 
about Friday afternoon parties where everyone 
gathered outside with French bread, cheese, and 
a “huge pot of sangria” to talk about art, design, 
philosophy, and life. 

Among Callister’s many local projects are 
dozens of private residences and apartments, Bel 
Aire School (1958), the Cove apartments (1962), 
Tiburon Baptist Church (1963), Del Mar School 
(1964), Granada Elementary (1967), Barn Road 
apartments (1969), Ark Road apartments (1969), 
and Farley Place (1989). Elsewhere, some of 
his more recognized designs include Christian 
Science Church of Mill Valley (1955), University 
of Santa Cruz Field House (1955) and Mills 
College Chapel (1958) in Oakland. 

While photographs, sketches and plans tell 
us something of Callister’s work, they are no 
substitute for seeing the buildings themselves. 

Sadly, many have now been altered beyond 
recognition, while others are being sold or 
demolished. Yet there’s a reason that mid-century 
modern design is once again popular -- it’s an 
essential part of our Northern California identify 
and landscape. In telling stories of this golden age 
of modern architecture in NorCal Mod, architect 
and author Pierluigi Sarraino urges us to preserve 
and protect more of these remarkable historic 
buildings so “their legacy can be part of our past, 
nourish our present and drive our future.” 

Perhaps not surprisingly, Callister never retired 
from architecture and was still working on new 
projects when he died at the age of 91. “The whole 
doing was so enjoyable,” he told an interviewer in 
2004. “There’s not a thing I would change.”

With contributions from Jim Allen, Sherry Caplan, 
Allen Hess, and John Sheehy.

Del Mar School shown here in 1966, looks almost the same today. Opened as a temporary 1-4 grade school in 1961, it became an 
“intermediate school” for 7th and 8th graders in 1963, and welcomed sixth graders in 1985. 

The “Red Barn,” a former Northwestern Pacific 
Railroad records building that Callister turned 
into a flexible open office space and one 
bedroom apartment so he could work and live in 
it. (Photo: Compass Real Estate)

These Beach Road apartments built on pilings, with water on five 
sides and reached by gang planks, are one of the serene marine 
views seen from Callister’s driftwood-colored Ark apartments 
across the road. Both projects incorporate features reminiscent of 
the floating arks that once filled the Bay. (Photo: Phil Molten)

Farley Place was Belvedere’s answer to how to build affordable 
housing with 11 senior and disabled affordable apartments. 
Despite a rock-bottom budget, Callister infused color, pattern 
and interest into the design with terracotta walls, a decorative 
frieze, San Francisco-style bay windows and white roof trellises.
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by Jennifer Hartung

The first school on the Tiburon Peninsula 
opened almost 150 years ago in 1874 with 

31 students – 20 girls and 11 boys. It was a house 
donated by John Joseph Reed, son of land grantee 
John Thomas Reed and a trustee of the school. 
Later Reed built a one-room schoolhouse on 
his property close to where the train trestle was 
erected for the railroad in 1884. Reed School, as it 
was known, operated from 1874 to 1921, primarily 
for children of the dairy workers.

The Early Schools of 
Tiburon and Belvedere 

As Tiburon and Belvedere grew, more schools 
were needed. In 1889, Tiburon School was 
established close to town near the railroad’s 
machine shops on property belonging to Hilarita 
Reed Lyford. In 1892, Belvedere residents formed 
the Belvedere Educational Association and a 
three-room structure was built by Belvedere Land 
Company for use as a school and assembly hall. 
This school is believed to have been on San Rafael 
Avenue. (Unfortunately, the Landmarks Archives 
does not have images of these early schools.) A few years later, Sausalito News reported “The 

people of Tiburon are badly in need of a new 
public school house, the present one is very small 
and is situated in a very undesirable location. At 
present school children are compelled to cross 
several railroad tracks, going to and from school, 

The first Reed School about 1910, located close to where 
Jefferson Avenue is today. Notice the train trestle in the 
background.

The imposing two-story Tiburon School circa 1920 with the lagoon and Mount Tamalpais in the background. The County Road  
(now San Rafael Avenue) was called “the spit” because it was no more than a dirt causeway separating the lagoon from  
Richardson’s Bay at high tide.

Class picture from the first Belvedere School in 1897. The woman 
on the top step is likely Florence Boynton, the longtime teacher 
who commuted each day from San Francisco via the ferry. We 
believe this school was located about where the home at 403 San 
Rafael Avenue stands today. 



schools. In 1901 a new Tiburon School was 
constructed on Esperanza just below St. Hilary’s 
Church, and in 1904 a new Belvedere School was 
completed on Bayview. In 1908, the Marin County 
School Census reported a total of 250 students on 
the Peninsula with 33 students at Reed School, 
114 students at Tiburon School, and 103 students 
at Belvedere School.

Following the closure of Reed School in 1921, 
the schools in Tiburon and Belvedere continued 
to grow and evolve. Tiburon School was rebuilt 
in 1925 and again in 1955-56, eventually closing 
in 1973. Belvedere School was rebuilt in 1940 
and, after closing in 1978, became a four-unit 
condominium complex in the 1990s.

Today, Reed School Union District educates 
over 1,000 students across three schools. A far cry 
from the small one room schoolhouse where it all 
started.
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their lives thereby being endangered by coming in 
contact with moving trains. We hope this evil will 
be remedied by the School Board of this district.”

The issue was resolved in 1895 when Tiburon 
students were invited to join the Belvedere school. 
In 1897, Sausalito News noted there were about 70 
pupils attending classes in “a large commodious 
school building in Belvedere.” But by 1900, both 
towns were once again making plans for new 

The students and faculty in front of Tiburon School in 1906. 
Miss Leeds was principal and teacher of grades 5-8, while Miss 
Dearing taught grades 1-4.

The first Tiburon School on Esperanza was replaced with this 
stucco Spanish Colonial building in 1925

The third Tiburon School built in 1955 was used until 1973. 
The building was redeveloped into the Bradley House senior 
apartment community. The community was named for longtime 
teacher and Tiburon native, Miriam Grbac Bradley.

Plans for the second Belvedere School were started as early as 1900 but the 
building wasn’t completed and occupied until 1904. The steeple behind the school 
is the Presbyterian Church. In 1949 the church steeple was removed and the 
building was moved from Bayview to Laurel to become Belvedere City Hall.

The third Belvedere School, seen here in 1944, was surrounded by gardens designed by famed landscape architect 
Thomas Church. The school was closed in 1978 and redeveloped into condominiums.

Miriam Bradley Grbac (1899-1995) taught at the old Reed 
School near Belveron in 1920 before moving to Tiburon 

School in 1922. “There were about eight or nine children. 
All eight grades.… It was a one-room school house with a 
potbelly stove where we kept warm. We had to carry water 
in. The boys would… get a bucketful from the spring at the 
cow trough at what is now the intersection of Trestle Glen 
and Tiburon Boulevard… There was a Miss Reading before 
me and before her, a Miss Hauss. We taught reading, writing 
and arithmetic.” - Oral history, “Both Sides of the Track,” 1985. 
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Archives Donations Apr.-Sept. 2023

Piper Berger for her expertise and 
the generous gift of her time in the 
archives.
Peter Brooks and Brooks Tree 
Care for continued tree work at the 
Art & Garden Center.
Susan Cluff and Walt Johnson for 
their excellent contributions to this 
newsletter.

Dave Gotz for continuing to create 
a vibrant concert series at Old St. 
Hilary’s.
Colleen Proppe for the 
magnificent cover photo of the 
jewelflower and Old St. Hilary’s.
Dee Wagner Catering for 
her off the charts cuisine and 
contributions to our Spring Social.

Thank You!

Peter Pike – Watercolor painting 
by Belvedere artist Miss Elizabeth 
Sullivan (1873-1958).
Susan Cluff – Map 
(reproduction) of “Port de San 
Francisco” c1844 by Eugene 
Duflot de Mofras and book 
“Travels on the Pacific Coast: A 
report From California, Oregon, 
and Alaska in 1841” by Eugene 
Duflot de Mofras.
Howard Lazar – Photographs 
of local artist Olive 
Fetherstonhaugh (1896-1986) 
from the 1950s and 1960s.
Bel Aire School – Two boxes 
containing photographs, news 

clippings, yearbooks and other 
items pertaining to the history of 
Reed Union School District and 
Bel Aire School.
Robert Lockyer – Two 
photographs of the ferryboat 
“Marin” aground in Sausalito in 
1977.
Woody Von Lackum – “Barrett” 
railroad jack.
The Ark – 47 original Jack Keeler 
cartoons.
Ken and Carol Jesmore – 
Two vintage framed pictures, 
one pettipoint purse and two 
porcelain doll heads for the 
Depot House Museum. 

I lay in the field.
I looked straight up.
The sky poured down  
as out of a cup.

The dried tanned oats
Swayed wildly about,
Played against the wind
Unkindly death to flout.

I peered through the stalks,
An ant at its prey.
On this hill stood a church
Aloft on the bay.

As I walked on up
I saw a narrow white church
built of simple folk wood.
And its sharp gable rose 
To a cross topped hood.

Then I saw the windows 
or rather just the holes
and knew that time and boys
held little truce with souls.

When I looked over 
The moss-covered step
cement not withstanding
A springlet had crept.

Spread out beneath me
an ocean of oats 
Dotted with flowers 
Like the bay sailboats.

When I awoke hot sun shone.
Treeless, I shivered
Seared clean to my bone.

As I walked on down 
The old church sank from view.  
Oh! I missed my lover.   
Church and I this day did rue.   

Copyright © 1969 Susan L. Benson,  
Tiburon, California. July 1969

OLD ST. HILARY’SOctober is Old St. Hilary’s Month
On October 21, 1888, bells rang over the new town of Tiburon and the 

very first church service was held in the little white chapel now known 
as Old St. Hilary’s. Built for the families of railroad workers 
and dairy ranchers, the building was designated a historic 
landmark in 1955, registered by the California Department 
of Parks & Recreation as a point of historical interest 
(Marin - 001) in 1968, and placed on the National 
Register of Historic Places in 2020. Renovation work 
to repair and paint the chapel will start in late fall. To 
donate to the Old St. Hilary’s campaign, please contact 
Landmarks office or go to www.landmarks.com. 
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Please join us as a member of 
the Landmarks Society. Your 

membership directly supports the 
preservation 
of our historic 
sites and 
archives and 
helps to make 
Tiburon and 
Belvedere’s 
history a 
meaningful 
part of 
everyday 
life in our 
community. You can support 
Landmarks by making a tax-
deductible gift today. 

BenefACToR 
$5,000

M  Special Benefits: A private 
event at Old St. Hilary’s, China 

Cabin, or the Art & Garden Center 
for three hours. A historic print of 
your choosing from the archives. Four 
tickets to a future concert of your 
choice at Old St. Hilary’s.

GuARDiAn
$2,500

M Special Benefits: A private 
event at Old St. Hilary’s, China 

Cabin, or the Art & Garden Center 
for three hours (Monday – Thursday). 
Two tickets to the concert of your 
choice at Old St. Hilary’s.

STeWARD
$1,000

M Special Benefits: Two 
books of your choice on local 

landmarks and history. A print of the 
Northwestern Pacific Railway Map 
(9.5 x 20”). Two tickets to the concert 
of your choice at Old St. Hilary’s.

HiSToRiAn
$500

M Special Benefits: A book of 
your choice on local landmarks 

and history. Two tickets to the concert 
of your choice at Old St. Hilary’s. 

PATRon
$250 

M Special Benefits: Two tickets 
to the concert of your choice at 

Old St. Hilary’s.

PReSeRVATioniST
$100

M Special Benefits:  
A copy of A Pictorial History of 

Belvedere 1890-1990. 

fRienD
$60 

M Celebrating sixty-four years  
of Landmarks. 

Join the Belvedere-Tiburon Landmarks Society

A Pictorial History of 
Belvedere 1890-1990

All members are invited to our annual Spring Social and receive 
our newsletter twice a year. Visit the Landmarks’ office to pick up 
your book or call to reserve tickets to a future concert.

On a beautiful Thursday evening in April, Landmarks 
members gathered at the Art & Garden Center for 

a garden social. The gardens were resplendent thanks to 
the many volunteer hours spent in the gardens by Peggy 
Hodge and Suzanne White. A delightful time was had 
by all and everyone left with posies from the garden.  
We look forward to next spring’s event.

Landmarks Members’ Spring Social

From left to right: 
Helen & Bill 
Lindqvist, Mel 
Owen & Jim 
Allen, Joan 
Bergsund & 
Suzie Miller, 
Barb Biancanala 
& George Gnoss, 
Jean O’Korn & Jack 
Fiorito, Roger Felton & 
Phil Cassou. (Photos: Gary Ferber) Host your private event at one of the Landmarks historic sites - Contact 

paige petrini at 415-272-3816 for more information and a private tour. 
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fundraiser for old St. Hilary’s: 
THe STinSon fAmiLY BAnD – october 29, 4 p.m. 
A Bay Area-based Americana music group that specializes in harmony-driven 
original and cover songs. All proceeds of this concert will be donated to 
Landmarks to help preserve Old St. Hilary’s Landmark.

WiLLiAm feASLeY 
november 19, 4 p.m.
Classical guitarist William 
Feasley will present his 
unique program entitled 
Diferencias including music 
from the 16th century 
Spanish court through the 
Bach Chaconne.

muSAe – December 10, 1 & 4 p.m.
“Echoes of Winter” invites audiences on a musical voyage as Musae brings 
to life favorite pieces from their past 20 years of winter and holiday themed 
performances. From frosty carols and rousing folk songs to haunting motets 
and jazzy arrangements, the concert promises to be a captivating celebration 
of Musae’s rich legacy and versatility. 

neW WeST GuiTARS  
Saturday, february 24, 
2024, 4 p.m.
The jazz ensemble featuring 
Tiburon native Perry 
Smith, with John Storie 
and Will Brahm, return to 
OSH to perform exciting 
originals, jazz standards 
and popular covers.

miCHAeL mAnRinG, LARRY KASSin & JoHn R. BuRR   
march 24, 2024, 4 p.m.
As individual players, Manring, Kassin and Burr have all carved out extensive, 
multi-faceted careers exploring a vast array of musical styles. Together they 
create intriguingly uncategorizable music that blithely ignores stylistic 
divisions hemming in jazz, rock, folk, avant-garde, and world music.

mATTHeW monfoRT  
& SHenSHen ZHAnG  
April 21, 2024, 4 p.m.
Ancient Future leader, 
guitarist Matthew 
Montfort and Chinese 
pipa master Shenshen 
Zhang present Chinese 
classical music 
and contemporary 
compositions.

Music at Old St. Hilary’s

SOLD
OUT

To purchase tickets contact the Landmarks office at (415) 435-1853 or drop by the office at  
the Boardwalk Shopping Center, visit the Tiburon Town Hall M-Th, or go to Ticketleap.com.
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Swallowtail Flags from pacific 
Mail Steamship Company

The swallowtail flag of the Pacific 
Mail Steamship Co. identified 

the fleet’s ships that carried the bulk 
of trans-Pacific mail, shipping, merchandise, and 
Chinese workers to California during the 1860s 
and 1870s. Today, all that’s left of this once great 
paddle-wheel steamer fleet is the first-class cabin 
saloon of the PS China, built in 1866 for the San 
Francisco, Yokohama and Shanghai route. The 
China Cabin on Beach Road was preserved and 
restored to its former splendor by Landmarks in 
1986. 

Ranch Camp at Landmarks
We had four fun-filled weeks of summer camp 

at the Art & Garden Center organized by 
the excellent Ranch staff and enjoyed by Tiburon 
and Belvedere campers. The gardens are better for 
the children’s play, learning, and laughter. Thank 
you to the staff of The Ranch Summer Camp who 
took great care of the gardens and historic cottage 
and had a wonderful time with the campers. See 
you next year!

A Celebration of Captain Jack

On a lovely evening in September fans and 
admirers of Jack Fiorito – aka Captain Jack – 

gathered at the China Cabin to celebrate 30 years 
of long and distinguished service to Landmarks 
and our community. We thanked Jack for his 
countless volunteer hours, for inspiring visitors 
of all ages with the history of China Cabin, and 
for being a role model for those of us fortunate to 
know him. While he is retiring, we look forward 
to seeing him in the Landmarks office and about 
town on a daily basis as a day that includes a Jack 
sighting is always a better day.

See Tiburon Tommie’s 
Memorabilia in Napa 

Remember Mai Tais 
and Zombies? 

“Tiburon Tommie’s” 
memorabilia including 
ceramic tiki tiles, 

platters, and 
menus from 

Landmarks 
Archives 

collection are 
now on view 

at the Napa Valley Museum in Yountville through 
December 31. Called “Tiki Dreams: From Far 
Away Fantasy to Pop Culture Phenomenon,” the 
exhibit explores how the Polynesian lounge craze 
in the Bay Area inspired a global art and design 
movement. Tiburon Tommie’s opened on the 
waterfront on Main Street in 1958 and closed in 
1995. nvmuseumyountville.org 

I n  M e M o r I a M
Joyce Howell Wells (April 2023)

Joyce was a regular docent at the China 
Cabin and volunteer with Landmarks. 

Former China Cabin head docent Jack Fiorito 
recalls that Joyce felt it her duty to be a docent 
and to share the local history of her beloved 
Belvedere where she lived for 68 years. She 
particularly enjoyed busy days at the China 
Cabin when there were lots of visitors. 

Did you know? 
Train Rail Jacks Did the Heavy Lifting 

In the early days of railroading, a heavy cast iron 
train jack like the one pictured below was used to 

lift the train rails to carry out essential maintenance 
and repair work. Crews had to lift up railroad 
ties called sleepers to pack in more track ballast 
(crushed stone, gravel, cinders, sand) between, 
below, and around the ties to keep the tracks 
from sinking under heavy loads of locomotives, 
passenger and freight cars. See this and many 
other fascinating railroad and ferry artifacts at the 
Tiburon Railroad & Ferry Depot Museum. 

Junior master gardeners in the making – summer 2023.

Mike Oneal, Shirley, Jack & Anne Fiorito.

http://nvmuseumyountville.org/
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Anonymous (4)
Anonymous Fund  

of MCF
William R. Adams
Jeffrey Aguero
Zeynep Akon
Brett Aldo
Donna Allen
Lorene Allen
Lynda and James Allen
Winifred and Harry B. 

Allen Foundation
Donna Amon
Andy Anderson
Katharine S. Baker
Nancy Barbour
Lesley Bates
Nick Bates
Meagan and Ben Becker
Catherine and  

James Bedilion
Bel-Tib Newcomers Club
Belvedere Community 

Foundation
City of Belvedere
Belvedere-Tiburon 

Library Foundation, 
Bookmarks

Catharine Benediktsson
Carol and Leslie Benet
Debbie and  

Shawn Bennett
Susan Benson
Jim and Paula Berg
Piper and Miles Berger
Joan Bergsund
Rayna and Jim Bernard
Robert Bernheim
David Berry
Katie Bible
Shannan and  

Steve Bishop
DeAnn and  

Matthew Biss
Tim Bogan and  

Rich McCarthy
Barbara and Larry Bogel

Jean Bordon
Satoko and Jeff Boris
Robert Borkowski
Allan and Sydne Bortel
Norman Bouton
Kathleen Brady
Lee Braun
Concetta Brightbill
Brooks Tree Care
Francis Brooks
Louise Felton-Brown and 

Brian Brown
Elliott Brown
Faith and  

Stephen Brown
Peter Bruck
Betsy Ward and  

Chris Burke
Roy Burkett
Jo Burnett
Maureen Buscher
Col. (Ret.) John W. 

Busterud
Anne and Jerry Butler
Barbara Butler
Caffe Acri, Kathryn 

Servino
California Rose Catering
Steve Callender
Peggy C. Campbell
Carol and Dick Canady
Lois Cannady
Louise and  

Angelo Capozzi
Pat and John Carapiet
Jeanette R. Carr
Diane and Rob Cassil
April and Phil Cassou
Pamela Dekema and 

Richard Champe
Danielle Chan
Brian Chase
Sheila Chellgren
Mark Chiolis
Jane and Avery Chope
Mimi Clarke
Julie Coffin

Monica and  
Matt Coleman

Barbara Cupper and 
Richard Colonno

Rosalind Colver
Dolores B. Conlan
Tom Conneely
Jane and Al Cooper
Tom Coté and  

Rosalyn Brandt
Stone D. Coxhead
Eric Crandall
Martha and Jon Crane
Ingrid Woods and  

Steve Cummings
Tracy and Tim 

Cunningham
Jeanne and Don Dana
Christina Darwall
Amy and Steven Davis
Ken and Ann Davis
Kathleen Burke and 

Ralph Davis
Pella Decarly
Bente Hansen and 

Edwin Deer
Ann B. Dey
Joan Don
Antonia Draeger
Anne and Larry Drew
Elizabeth Duff
Georgeann Economy
Mary and David Eklund
Jane E. Elkins
Scott M. Elrod
Dan Engstrom
Theresa and Ron Epstein
Eva and Sven Ericsson
Jaleh Etemad
Judith Ets-Hokin
Stephanie Evans
Sandy Donnell and 

Justin Faggioli
Dr. and Mrs.  

Robert T. Falltrick
Jennifer Fearon
Melissa and  

Patrick Feder
Thomas Feo
Chris Ferko
Angelo P. Figone
Robert O. Finch

George and Elise Fink 
Foundation

Richard Fink
Shirley and Jack Fiorito
Debbie and Rick Fisher
Mary C. Fishman
Patty and Howard Flax
Toby and Philip Flax
Erdmuth Folker
Andrew Frankl
Alice Fredericks
Mark B. Freiberg
Michelle and  

Robert Friend
Georgann Fuller
Rena and Spencer 

Fulweiler
Gabrielle D. Keil
Lana Royer and  

Anthony Galbo
John Garretson
Mary Geiger
Cristina Genovese
Joe Gillach and 

Reynaldo Zertuche
Tanya Gilmore
George H. Gnoss
Vickie Rath and  

David Gotz
Janice Anderson-Gram 

and Tom Gram
Diane Green
Geraldine G. Green
Barbro and Frank Greene 

Charitable Fund
Deborah Greenspan
Bambi and Robert Griffin
Joyce and Martin Griffin
Sallie Griffith
Judy and Jon Groesbeck
Patricia and  

Anthony Guzzardo
Hadley Construction, 

Inc.
Anne and Ken Hammer
Gay and Wyman Harris
Muriel M. Harris
Nancy and Scott Harris
Bob Harrison 
Bonnie Hart
Elizabeth and  

Robert Hart

Nena P. Hart
Margie and Bill Hart
Gail Harter
Joan Harter
Judy and Bruce Hartung
Jennifer and  

Chris Hartung
Lynne Hayes
Timothy Hayes
Ann-Eve K. Hazen
Teresa and  

Martin Head-Gordon
Alan Heath
Harry Heath
Janice and  

Robert Herwick
Ingrid and  

James Hession
Hill Haven Property 

Owner’s Association
George C. Hill
Doryce L. Hills
Susan Hoeschler
Charlotte M. Honda
Holly Nyerges and  

Jay Hooker
Chuck Hornbrook and 

Lisa Edwards
Cecily and  

Kenneth Houston
Jennifer and  

Gordon Hull
Judy and Bob Huret
Karen and Richard Hyde
Jo Ellen Hylind
Molly Keil Hynes
Sharon and Walter Iberti
Gabriella and  

Glenn Isaacson
Deborah and William Ivy
Julie and Seth Jacobs
Tina and Jay Jacobsen
Henry and  

Robin Jacobson
Charles James
John O. Jenkins
Grace Jeong
Ann Jewett
Jewish Community 

Federation
Barbara Johnson
Beverlee Johnson

Lyndasue Johnson
Maria Estenor and 

Matthew Johnson
Maureen and  

Ken Johnson
Riley Johnson
Walt Johnson
Frank Jonelis
Jonathan Kahn
Sharon and Robert Kahn
Susan and John Kaiser
John Kalleen
Joyce and Saburo Kami
Gee Kampmeyer
Gabrielle D. Keil
Julie and Russell Keil
Jean-Marie and  

John Kelly
Pauline Kelly
Georgia and John Kern
Patricia and Scott Kern
Bruce King
Brookie and David King
Nicole and  

Steven Klopukh
Janette and Bill Knick
Marilyn V. Knight
Jillian Kobilka
Melanie Bridges and 

Mitchell Koch
Carolyn Kohler
Volker Kueffel and  

Heike Altmeier
Danielle St. Germain and 

Steve Kulinski
Ann and Tad Lacey
Sharon and Jeff Lamoree
Richard Lapidus
Marsha and  

Michael Lasky
Teri Lasky
Patricia and  

Howard Lazar
Susan and  

Michael Lazarus
Christopher Lee
Emily Dowgialo and 

Jesse Lehrman
Mardi Leland
Mimi and Walter Levison
Chris Cannon and  

Anne Libbin

new Members and Landmarks Supporters
We are grateful to our members and support-

ers, new and returning, for their generous 
contributions  to preserve our local history. 

August 2022 to present
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Craig L. Lieber
Parida Saennam and  

Austin Ligon
Jean Wang Lin
Helen and Bill Lindqvist
David Liss
Lisa and Fred Lowell
Susan and William Lukens
Diane Lynch
Joan and Steve Lynch
A’Laina and Patrick Lyons
Kathryn MacDonald 

Photography
Olivia Haddock-Carter and 

John Macomber
John and Francesca Madden
Mckenzie Maher
Jan Maisel
Harriot Manley
Marin Community 

Foundation
Marin Event Lighting
Marin GreenPlay Camp
Marin Roto Rooter
Joyce Martin
James Martinoni
Phillipa Criswell and  

Philip Maslin
Kathlyn M. Masneri and  

Arno P. Masneri Fund
Dr. Brian R. Matas
Matt Mathews
Shawn Mattar and  

Minhye Mueller
Anne and Harry Matthews
Karl Mattson
Judy Mayne
Claire McAuliffe
Joy and Gene McCabe
Maggie Brooks McCann
Kevin McCarthy
Pam Martori and  

Bob McCaskill
Jean O’Korn and  

Michael McDaniel
Torill and Bob McDermott
Joan and Roger McGee
Ellen Bastian McHenry
Rev. George L. McLaird
Nathan McNamara
Leslie and Mac McQuown
Janice and Steve Meisel

Barbara J. Meislin
Mar Meislin
Liz Parra and Ralph Melendez
Stephanie Mendel
Gail and Alec Merriam
Susan W. Michaud
Harry S. Miller and  

Diana Chulick
Lois and Bruce Moody
Lucy Carrico and Tod Moody
Robin Moore
Vasco Morais and Holly Kaiser
Ann T. Morrison
Chris Morrison
Scott Morrison
Shey Moser
Nicole and Brian Mott
Michael R. Moyle
Helen and Fraser Muirhead
Thomas Murray
Leslie Airola-Murveit and  

Hy Murveit
Tom and Nancy Neukranz
Christina Newkirk
William W. Newland
Diana Nicoll
Arlene and Chip Nielsen
Kathy Niggeman
Jennie Noerr
Joanne Norman
Erik Nygren
Julia Cashin and  

Justin Oberbauer
Jim O’Connor
Ron Okulski
Terry D. O’Neill
Keiko Otsu
Richard C. Otter
Roxanne Crumpacker and 

Joseph Oviedo
Mel Owen
Kathleen Palmer
Joan Palmero
Debbie Parker
Nancy Parker
Hayley Dickson and  

Jacob Partlow
Georgene and  

Stanley Pasarell
Lynn M. Pasternak
Lynn and Richard Payne
Amy Pearson

Kathy Pearson
Vicki and Pete Pedersen
Kimberly Linder and  

Cory Peltz
P.J. Perring
Carolie Pescatello
Katherine Schulz and  

Blake Petersen
Paige and Dave Petrini
Donald J. Pino
Dean R. Powell
Ashton Price
Jeanne Price
Becky and Bob Pringle
Stephanie Anderson Pugash
JoAnn Quinn
Danielle Racich
The Ranch
Jon P. Rankin
Sally Rankin
Allan Rappaport
Redwood Environmental 

Services
Kappy and Mark Reed
Lizzie Reed
Patricia Rees-Miller
Jack Reid
Joanne Reilly
Suzanne and Jerry Riessen
Barbara and Eric Roberts
Dexter Roberts
Diego Rodrigues
Ruth and Mel Ronick
Robert F. Rosenbluth
Camerin Ross
Sylvia Ross
Rotary Club of  

Tiburon-Belvedere
Rotary Club of Tiburon 

(Sunset)
Marcia and  

Michael Rubenstein
Susan Cluff and Neil Rudolph
Sarah and Stuart Ryan
Gretchen Saeger
Sara and Dennis Sakai
Caroline R. Sanders
Romney Resney and  

David Sandrich
Ellen and Walter Sanford
Felipe Santiago and  

Barry Joseph

Virginia Sargent
Charles R. Schaffner
Cynthia and  

Stephen Schneider
Cristene Schonefeld
St. Hilary School
Sally and Steve Schroeder
Susannah Schroll
Rhoda Schwartz
Jayne Sciaroni
Becky and Doug Scott
Stephanie Selin
Raijieli Seru
The Seven Springs 

Foundation
SF Foundation
Yungian Zhang and  

Barry Shen
Sally and James Shepard
Jennifer and Mike Shepard
Yichen Shephard
Jill and Patrick Sherwood
Maria and Kip Shuman
Jill and Richard Sideman
Silicon Valley Community 

Foundation
Shirley Silvestri
Claire and Rob Slaymaker
Irene Martin Slisky
Ann Aylwin and Bill Smith
David Kenneth Smith
Suzanne and Harry Smith
Cathy and Gary Spratling
Sharon and Ross Stein
Elle and Paul Stephens
Kathy and Larry Stoehr
Patricia Montag and  

John Swain
Sandra Swanson
Starr Taber
Christine and John Telischak
Geri Thayer
Ann Thompson
Maureen Broderick and  

David Thompson
Michelle and Dave Thomsen
Tiburon Peninsula Chamber 

of Commerce
Dina and Bill Tiedje
Henry O. Timnick
Lindsay and Bruce Todd
Robert and Theresa Tomasello

Kayla Treister
Jeanne and Peter Tymstra
Rina and Makoto Uchida
Jodee and Richard Upjohn
Georgene and Kirk Usher
Alphonsa Vadakethalakel
Cres Van Keulen
Jim Vetter Photography
Lynn Sandberg and 

Christopher Villarreal
Paul von Stamwitz
Otto von Stroheim
Anne-Marie and David Walker
Jett Walker
Tinman Walker
Wendy and Robert Walley
Danielle Waltrip
Jena and Eric Watson
Elizabeth Way
Judy C. Webb
Carol Weiss
Joyce Wells
Magda Wesslund
Ann and Larry Wheat
Kristin and Benjamin Wheeler
Ingrid and Bill Wheeler
Suzanne and James White
Julie and Malcolm Whyte
Karen and Malcolm Whyte
Gary Widman
Betty Williams
David Williams and  

Cindy Escobar
Barbara Wilson
Gary Winston
Christy Wise
Gail Noah and Kenneth Witte
Nikki and Jim Wood
Daniel Woodhead, III
Woodlands Market
Dellie and Doug Woodring
Carlo Woods
Diane Woodward
Katherine Ye
Betsy and  

Coleman Youngdahl
Ronald Zech
Zelinsky Properties LLC
Laleh Zelinsky
Elizabeth Zettersten
William Zuendt
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RAILROAd & FERRy MuSEuM
1920 Paradise drive

CHInA CABIn
52 Beach Road

OLd ST. HILARy’S
201 Esperanza Street

ART & GARdEn CEnTER
841 Tiburon Boulevard

HISTORy COLLECTIOnS
1550 Tiburon Boulevard

Around the turn of the century 
Belvedere Cove was filled with arks 
like the Hoo-Hoo, seen here on a calm 
day about 1910. Members of the Birth, 
Harvey, and Nordhausen families are 
seated at the swimming steps at the 
front of the ark. The Belvedere Hotel, 
current site of the San Francisco Yacht 
Club, is in the distance on the left, 
while Beach Road and the empty hills 
of Tiburon are on the right.


